PROPHETIC   REPARTEE
could ruin Slater's it would be a fine thing for Simmonds* ? "
Cartwright could not give a reply, being now an employee
of the latter agency and the main witness against Slater's.
" Come," said Mr. Justice Darling; cc don't you think
that, if anyone turned the Solicitor-General out of office, it
would be a very fine thing for the person who turned Mm
out ? "
" I am not quite sure about that,55 observed Carson,
reflecting upon Rufus' enormous private practice. " I should
be very glad to exchange with Mr. Isaacs."
Darling's wit was prophetic : after the defeat of the
Conservatives in 1905, Rufus Isaacs eventually succeeded
Edward Carson as Solicitor-General and their positions
were reversed.
At the end of the case for the prosecution, Rufus Isaacs
had established that Henry Scott, the proprietor of Slater's,
was actually away from England in Australia at the material
dates in the Pollard case, and therefore, although, in Carson's
words, " his were the methods, the business, the system/' the
Judge had no alternative but to discharge him, which he did
with obvious reluctance, " acquitting him of nothing but
this particular indictment." Carson had built up a very
powerful case against him and his agency, but Ms absence
from England absolved Mm from responsibility in this
specific case, and the agency was not on its trial on a general
charge. Rufus Isaacs carried tremendous weight with the
Bench at tMs time. He was once stating what was the law, to
old Lord Justice Vaughan Williams, when the latter said,
" Wait a little, Mr. Isaacs, till you come up here on the
Bench, as you assuredly will." That was the way the Judges
treated Mm. Rufus5 argument paid tribute to the powerful
case that Carson had built up, but claimed that it was
against the principles of English law to visit criminal
responsibility on a man's head for previous actions when he
had personally had notMng to do with the charge alleged in
the indictment, a charge of a conspiracy with regard to a
specific matter. So " the Captain " walked out of the dock,
looking every inch a soldier. Well might he say, as he looked
at Rufus, " Sic me servavit Apollo." None of the prisoners